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Eastford School District 
REOPENING FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

PROTOCOLS - MASK/FACE COVERINGS 
These protocols are subject to change based on updated guidance and mandates from 
the State Department of Education and/or the Department of Public Health 

☐ Students and all individuals being transported on student transportation vehicles are 
required to wear masks/face coverings that cover the nose and mouth (masks/covering 
must be worn prior to boarding the vehicle), in accordance with the District’s 
Transportation Protocols.  Please see below for additional procedures for mask exemption 
requirements.  

☐ Students, staff and all individuals inside the school building are required to wear 
masks/face coverings that covers the nose and mouth except if: (i) the individual cannot 
wear the mask/face covering because the individual has difficulty breathing, is 
unconscious, or incapacitated; (ii) the individual cannot remove the mask without 
assistance; (iii) the individual has a documented medical reason making it unsafe to wear a 
mask; (iv) the student is in preschool; or (v) the individual has a disability that causes the 
individual to be unable to wear a mask/face covering. 

☐ Masks/face coverings may only be removed within the school building for the 
following reasons: (i) eating/drinking; (ii) on school grounds with appropriate social 
distancing implemented; and (iii) educational or medical activities requiring removal of 
masks (speech and language, evaluations, etc.) ONLY under circumstances when the 
school has implemented appropriate mitigating measures (such as gowns, face shields, 
additional social distancing, physical barriers for District employees and/or students). 

☐ If a student claims a medical or disability-related exemption from wearing a mask 
or face covering, District shall follow the Decision Tree - Mask Exemptions in these 
Protocols.  If the District determines the request is based on medical need, the parent or 
guardian and the student’s treating physician must complete the Mask/Face Covering 
Exemption Request Form.  If the District determines the request is based on disability 
(skill deficit), the District shall promptly convene a PPT or Section 504 meeting as 
appropriate to discuss and consider necessary programming revisions, accommodations, 
modifications, etc.   

☐ Students shall be offered mask breaks during the school day. A mask break consists 
of the student removing the mask or face covering from the student’s own nose and mouth 
for a short period of time. To permit a mask break, individuals who are indoors must be 12 
feet apart and individuals who are outdoors must be 6 feet apart. Mask breaks are 
preferably taken outdoors. Students should not be engaged in socialization and 
conversations during mask breaks. 
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Decision-Making Tree - Mask Exemptions 

 

 

District receives notice/request 
of mask exemption 

Medical: 
Health or medical reason making 
it unsafe to wear a face covering 

(e.g.,: serious skin or facial 
injuries) 

Disability-related: 
Student with identified disability 

(IEP or Section 504); inability/
difficult to tolerate mask or 

independently put on/remove 
mask (e.g., sensory issues) 

Determine the basis for seeking 
or asserting an exemption from 

wearing a mask 
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Medical-based  

Provide parents with form 
"Medical-based" Request 

for Exemption from Wearing 
Mask  

Pending approval through 
the medical-based request 

process, determine 
appropriate temporary 
strategies (e.g., remote 
home-based learning) 

Disability-based 

Promptly convene PPT or 
504 meeting, as 

appropriate, to consider 
programming, 

accommodations to build 
adaptive/functional life skill 

(increase time wearing 
mask, de-sensitization, 

etc.) 

Determine with nurse, 
medical advisor, and/or 

public health department 
officials mitigating 
measures while 

programming and 
accommodations are being 

developed through PPT 
process (caution against 
exclusion of student from 

in-person instruction) 


